Reading Project:  Interview with a Fairy Tale Character

For this project, students will choose one character from a fairy tale to interview.  Students will write ten questions along with ten answers (see sample questions).  Students will complete a Project Planning Sheet that will be due Friday, 10/21.  The project is due Tuesday, 11/1.  Please note that if we are out of school next week, the due date will be pushed back.  I wanted to give you plenty of time to work on the project at home.  I will be sending an email with updated due dates if we are not in school next week.
General Project Requirements:

· Students must choose a character from fairy tale book (not a Disney movie version of fairy tale)
· Students should read the book to think of questions

· Students will need to turn in a written or typed copy of their TEN questions and answers with their project unless they choose the book as the format (parents may type questions for students)
· Students should write interview questions that require deeper thinking (focus on thick questions starting with why and how?).  Answers to questions should be longer than one word answers.  Answers should explain in depth.

· Students will receive two grades for this project.  One grade will be for the content of the questions and the other grade will be for the presentation of the interview.  See the website for the two rubrics that will be used to grade the project.

Project Format:

· Students may choose from one of the following four formats for their final product:
· Make a book with written questions and answers 
· Audio recording of the interview

· Video recording of the interview

· Come as your character to be interviewed live during our classroom talk show (in this case, I will be the interviewer using their questions and the student will be the fairy tale character)
Some notes about the different types of projects:

-If your child does the Live Talk Show, he/she does not need to memorize his/her lines.  Please have a copy of the questions and answers available for both your child and me.

-If you choose to do a video or audio recording, you may send it in any of the following formats: email, flash drive, DVD, or Dropbox.  You may also bring the iPhone or iPad it was recorded on.  That can hook right into my computer to be shown on the hard drive.  I have a plug for iphone 4 and iphone 5/6.
Due Dates: 

-There will be no homework and spelling words the week before the project is due to allow time for this project.  

-Project Planning Sheets are due Friday, 10/21.

-Final projects are due Tuesday, 11/1.  
-Students will present their projects on either 11/1, 11/2, or 11/3.  Parents will be invited to the presentations which will take place at 8:34am in the classroom.  I will post the presentation schedule on the website.    
Sample Interview Questions (taken from a previous student’s project):

Character: Puss in Boots

1)  You’re a talking cat which is unusual. Have you always been able to talk?

Well, one day I realized that I could understand what humans were saying. So then, I decided to try and talk, and it worked! I didn’t talk to everybody though.  I only talked to Benjamin because I wanted him to be my owner. 

2)  Did you always want to make Benjamin rich?

Yes, I loved Benjamin and I wanted to help him make his fortune. When his father the miller died, I knew that Benjamin’s two older brothers would be able to make enough money with the mill and the donkey. Benjamin had nothing with which to make a living though. He only had me, a talking cat.

3)  Did you work out your plan right at the beginning, or did you work it out as you went along?

I worked it out as I went along. For example, when I saw the king taking his daughter the princess out for a ride in the carriage, I seized the opportunity to run home and tell my master to bathe in the river. That way, when the carriage passed the river, I was able to pretend that Benjamin’s clothes had been stolen.

4)  Why did you need to turn Benjamin into a rich Count in order for the King to notice him?

The King wouldn’t have considered Benjamin worthy of marrying his daughter if he had been poor. Sadly, personality wasn’t enough to win a princess.

5)  Do you regard yourself as cat or a human?

Definitely a cat, but a very clever one with the abilities of a human.

6)  Do you feel guilty about killing the animals to give as gifts to the King?

No, some sacrifices are necessary and after all, as I said, I am a cat.

7)  Do you feel guilty about tricking everyone?

No because the end result is that everybody is happy now. The King is happy, and Benjamin and the princess are in love and are married. The people are happier working for me than the evil sorcerer. I am a kind Prime Minister.

8)  Were you happier being a poor man’s cat than you are now as a rich Prime Minister?

No, I am happier as a rich Prime Minister. I like the power that my job brings and I like my creature comforts. I think that my new job suits my personality.

9)  What changes do you think that you might bring about as Prime Minister?

I will make sure that everybody has a strong warm house to live in. I also want everybody to have a warm cozy bed. I want all the cats in the land to be well fed and kept. Fighting will be outlawed and the land will be peaceful and happy. 

10)  Do you want to get married?

Yes, if the right kitty comes along. I would like her to be fair, beautiful and fun. 

Some examples of fairy tales are: Little Red Riding Hood, The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Gingerbread Man, Cinderella, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Jack and the Beanstalk, The Three Little Pigs, The Princess and the Pea, Snow White, Hansel and Gretel, etc.

